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Introduction
Director’s Welcome Letter

Dear delegates,

I am honored to welcome you to AUSMUN 2024, where you will play an essential role in
shaping global discourse about world issues. This year's conference is set to be a platform for
innovation, collaboration, and meaningful dialogue. Here we will explore global issues, analyze
the complexities of the same, and propose solutions that satisfy the varying perspectives of
countries in the international community.

It is important to remember that you think critically, engage in constructive debate, and seek to
achieve common ground with your fellow delegates. At AUSMUN, we encourage you to
approach this experience with an open mind and a commitment to finding a solution. This
conference is not only a simulation but also an opportunity for you to develop skills that benefit
your academic, professional, and personal lives. It is a chance to form connections with
individuals who share a similar passion for global issues and diplomacy. I encourage you to
make the most of this unique experience and to challenge your limits by thinking beyond the
ordinary. Together, we will all contribute to the legacy of excellence that AUSMUN is known
for.

I look forward to meeting you all and witnessing the remarkable contributions each of you will
make to our conference.

Welcome to AUSMUN 2024, and let us embark on this enriching journey together.
Warm regards,
Sarvagya Sharma

Director of Research
AUSMUN 2024

Moderators’ Welcome Letter
Dear Delegates,
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It is our immense honour to welcome you to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Committee
of this year’s conference. The IMF, a revered institution with a membership of 190 countries, is
dedicated to fostering global monetary cooperation, ensuring financial stability, and propelling
sustainable economic growth across the globe.

We are convening at a time when the realms of economics and geopolitics are intricately
entwined, presenting an array of challenges and avenues for exploration. The agenda before us is
both crucial and stimulating:
- Using economic measures to reduce geopolitical risks and stabilize Sub-Saharan Africa's
economic growth
- The threat to globalization in response to the Russia-Ukraine conflict

The conversations within this committee promise to be intellectually invigorating and profoundly
impactful, as we delve into economic strategies to mitigate geopolitical hazards and explore the
repercussions of global conflicts on the tapestry of globalization.

Hello everyone! I'm Omar Al Nairab, a senior majoring in Computer Science at the American
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University of Sharjah. My academic journey in the tech field is balanced by a passion for public
speaking and participating in Model United Nations conferences. I'm absolutely thrilled to
collaborate and engage with each one of you as we tackle these pressing global issues. Let's
make this a memorable experience!

I am Mohammad Hussam, a student at the American University of Sharjah majoring in
Computer Science. With a passion for global economic policy, this will be my 5th MUN and I
am thrilled to engage with each one of you in dissecting these critical global issues.

This background guide is your gateway into the nuanced discussions that await. It’s the stepping
stone towards fostering a well-rounded understanding and a robust debate during the conference.
We eagerly await the vibrant discussions and the myriad perspectives you all will bring to the

table come February.

Should you have any inquiries or require further assistance, please feel free to reach out to us at
IMFAUSMUN24(@gmail.com. Also, kindly forward your position papers to this email address.

We are incredibly excited to meet each one of you and are looking forward to the rich discourse
that will unfold in our committee.

Warmest Regards,
Moderator Omar Al Nairab and Moderator Mohammed Hussam, IMF Committee

Brief About the Committee

The IMF is a vital institution for global economic stability and a platform for cooperation
among its member countries. Through its surveillance, lending, and technical assistance, the
IMF helps countries to build stronger economies, thereby improving the living standards of their
people.

The IMF also plays a crucial role in helping to alleviate economic crises and stabilize
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countries' economic conditions, making it an indispensable institution in the global financial
system.

The IMF, comprising 190 countries, aims to foster global monetary cooperation, ensure
financial stability, facilitate international trade, promote high employment and sustainable
economic growth, and alleviate poverty worldwide. Established in 1944, the IMF operates under
the governance of and is accountable to, its 190 member countries. Its funding primarily stems
from member nations through the payment of quotas, which are aggregated and extended as
loans to countries in need. The financial contributions from the member countries are
instrumental in enabling the IMF’s ability to provide financial stability and to act as a lender of
last resort in times of crisis. Each member state quota is determined by their relative size in the
global economy and is reviewed periodically. The IMF boasts a linear organizational structure,
spearheaded by a Managing Director, who is chosen by the Executive Board. This Board
embodies the representation of member nations or coalitions of nations. The routine operations
and policy endeavors are managed by the IMF staff, often referred to as the "Fund Staff."
organized into distinct departments based on functions and geographical regions. Through this
structure, a clear hierarchy and a streamlined flow of authority ensure effective management and
operational efficiency across the organization.
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This diagram visually represents the UN system and corresponds to AUSMUN. It reflects
the relationships between committees and clearly demonstrates the committee's
position,significance, and powers as defined under the UN charter.
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The Function of The Committee

Following the significant economic upheavals caused by the Great Depression and,
subsequently, the Second World War, the need for a unified global financial system became
evident. Emerging from the Bretton Woods Conference on December 27, 1945, 29 countries
collectively agreed to the Articles of Agreement, thereby officially inaugurating the IMF. The
IMF's primary goal was to prevent the competitive devaluations and protectionist policies that
had fragmented the global economy during the interwar period. Established in 1944 during the
Bretton Woods Conference, its mission evolved over time. In response to changing global
economic dynamics and crises, the IMF adapted, expanding its functions to include new roles
such as surveillance, policy advice, and financial assistance. These changes occurred to address
the challenges of a shifting economic landscape and better serve its member countries in the
modern era.

The intricacies of the voting procedure within the IMF are fundamental to its operational
and decision-making efficacy. The voting power of each member state is primarily determined
by its financial quota. Each member country's financial contribution to the IMF, known as a
quota, grants it a certain number of votes. Specifically, for every 100,000 Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs) - a type of international money created by the IMF - in the quota, a country gets
one vote. Additionally, all members are given an equal number of basic votes to ensure that
every country has a fair level of representation, regardless of its economic size.

The voting structure within the IMF mirrors a collaborative ethos, ensuring that significant
decisions are shaped not merely by the majority, but also by substantial economic stakeholders.
This arrangement seeks to balance the influence in decision-making by allocating votes based on
economic contribution while also providing a baseline representation for all member nations.
Through this, the IMF aims to foster a sense of collective engagement and shared responsibility
among its members, whether economically large or small, in navigating global financial
challenges.. This is clear in the requirement for an 85% majority for major decisions, a threshold
that inherently grants substantial influence to larger economies. The United States (US) is indeed
in a unique position due to its sizable quota, which grants it a form of veto power over certain
critical decisions within the IMF. However, no other single country has enough voting power to
exercise a veto unilaterally. Major decisions in the IMF typically require an 85% supermajority,
and the U.S., with a voting share of around 16.5%, can effectively block such decisions. Other
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countries with significant voting shares, like China, Japan, or Germany, have substantial
influence but not enough to exercise a veto on their own.

On the other hand, decisions of lesser magnitude may require lower majority thresholds, like
a simple majority or a 70% majority, depending on the issue's nature and significance.. This
tiered voting system reflects an equal approach to decision-making, ensuring that the voices of
all member countries are heard, while also recognizing the larger contributions and stakes of the
more economically substantial members.

The voting system fosters collective responsibility among member countries, encouraging
collaboration towards global financial stability and sustainable growth. It also embodies mutual
accountability, urging countries to seek consensus on crucial issues, and promoting a culture of
shared responsibility and collaborative problem-solving.

In this vein, the voting procedure within the IMF is more than just a mechanical process; it's
a nuanced system that captures the core principles of cooperation, representation, and collective
action while fostering a culture of global financial teamwork. This voting system is the IMF's
way of bringing together the diverse interests and concerns of its member countries towards the
common goal of global economic stability and growth. Through this union of ideas and efforts,
the IMF aims to stand as a strong pillar supporting a resilient global economic structure, ready to
face challenges and promote prosperity across nations.
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Topic 1: Using Economic Measures to Reduce Geopolitical Risks and
Stabilize Sub-Saharan Africa's Economic Growth

Summary & History

The discussion surrounding the utilization of economic measures to curtail geopolitical
risks and foster stable economic growth in Sub-Saharan Africa opens a dialogue that is both
broad and deep. At its core, the concern delves into the realms of global economics, political
stability, social aspects, and developmental strategies that are tailored to meet the unique needs
and challenges of the region and its population. Sub-Saharan Africa's economic stability is
crucial not only for regional development and poverty alleviation but also for global economic
equilibrium and security.

The issue at hand is multifaceted due to a combination of potential growth drivers and
persistent challenges. Sub-Saharan Africa is a region rich with potential, underscored by a young
and growing population, abundant natural resources, and a wealth of untapped opportunities
(African Development Bank Group, 2020). Yet, it has been historically marred by geopolitical
risks including conflicts, political instability, and external interferences that have often deterred
the trajectory of economic growth (IMF, 2021).

Tracing back, the post-colonial era posed challenges of nation-building, economic
self-determination, and Cold War geopolitics for many countries in the region. The ensuing years
witnessed a series of economic and political crises, exacerbated by global economic shocks,
structural adjustment programs, and at times, crippling external debt (African Development
Bank Group, 2020).

Segueing into the modern era, various factors have contributed to the emergence of this
issue. The legacies of colonialism have left a lasting impact, intertwining with the global
economic system's structure and external geopolitical interests. These elements often intersect
with internal dynamics such as governance challenges, infrastructure deficits, and human capital
development, further complicating the economic scenario in Sub-Saharan Africa. These factors

collectively present a complex matrix that defines the economic and political landscape of
Sub-Saharan Africa.

The following terms are foundational for a thorough analysis and discussion on the economic
measures to mitigate geopolitical risks and stabilize economic growth in Sub-Saharan Africa,
aiding in crafting informed and impactful resolutions.
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Economic stabilization aims at maintaining steady economic growth, low inflation, and a
balanced external position, essential for attracting investments and improving living standards.

Geopolitical risks encompass external and internal political conditions that could adversely
impact economic stability and growth, making it crucial to enhance economic resilience

Sustainable growth focuses on inclusive, equitable, and environmentally sustainable economic
development, balancing the needs of the current and future generations.

Regional integration aims at creating larger, more competitive markets through regional
cooperation, boosting economic growth and competitiveness in Sub-Saharan Africa. Addressing
these facets holds significant global implications. A stable and growing Sub-Saharan Africa
contributes to global economic growth and plays a pivotal role in evolving global geopolitics. It's
also integral to achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), promoting
a universal agenda of collective cooperation and action. Economic stabilization and reduced
geopolitical risks in the region signify a positive stride toward a more balanced and inclusive
global economic framework.

Discourse on the Issue

The issue of employing economic measures to mitigate geopolitical risks and stabilize
Sub-Saharan Africa's economic growth is significant. It underlines the need for a stable,
prosperous region for a balanced global economy (United Nations, 2015). This issue aligns with
the UN Charter's principles, particularly promoting social progress and better living standards, as
stipulated in Article 55. However, the region's geopolitical risks and economic instability
challenge these ideals, creating a discord with the UN Charter's objectives. The implications of
this issue are extensive. Economically, a stable Sub-Saharan Africa could boost global economic
growth, potentially enhancing global trade and investment. Socially, tackling this issue is key for
poverty alleviation, improved living standards, and a conducive environment for human
development in the region, aligning with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Politically,
a stable and economically robust Sub-Saharan Africa could contribute to balanced global power
dynamics.

The stakeholders affected by this issue vary widely. The countries within Sub-Saharan Africa
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and their populations are at the core, facing economic and geopolitical uncertainties. On a
broader scale, the international community, global financial institutions, and transnational
corporations also have stakes in the region's stability and growth. Conversely, stakeholders least
affected might be those with minimal economic or political interests in the region, yet the global
interconnectedness suggests that this issue's ripple effects are far-reaching. Another thing to
consider is that certain stakeholders may have complex or even conflicting interests in the
region's outcomes. Among those who might not wish to see success in Sub-Saharan Africa are
competing geopolitical powers that benefit from a weaker region that they can influence more
easily. Additionally, illegal trade networks, such as those involved in arms or human trafficking,
might find a stable and successful region less conducive to their operations. Some local elites or
corrupt officials may also resist change that threatens their entrenched power and economic
interests. Furthermore, global companies that rely on cheap labor and resources could oppose
progress that would lead to increased costs.

Past International Organization (I0) Actions & Latest Developments

Numerous International Organizations (IOs) have been actively working on leveraging
economic measures to stabilize Sub-Saharan Africa. Among these are notable entities such as
the IMF, which has detailed the region's economic outlook and challenges in its annual reports
(IMF, 2021), the World Bank, and the African Development Bank, which provides
comprehensive analyses of Africa's economic climate (African Development Bank Group,
2020). The UN has been at the forefront, addressing this issue through various resolutions aimed
at promoting economic development and mitigating conflicts in the region (United Nations,
2015). However, the effectiveness of these resolutions has often been constrained by various
factors, including insufficient funding (World Bank, 2009), political hurdles, and the vast array
of complex, interrelated issues prevalent in the region, such as the 'resource curse' (Sachs &
Warner, 2001).

Currently, the UN continues to engage with this issue, particularly through its various
agencies like the UN Development Programme and the UN Economic Commission for Africa.
Their efforts, aligned with the SDGs, are geared towards economic diversification, poverty
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reduction, and enhancement of regional integration (United Nations, 2015). These endeavors
extend beyond the UN, with other 10s like the World Bank and the African Union being
instrumental. They've initiated various programs for economic stabilization, poverty alleviation,
and conflict resolution, contributing towards the broader objective of sustainable development in
the region (African Development Bank Group, 2020).

The major countries involved in tackling this issue include both regional and global players.
Sovereign Nations like Nigeria and South Africa play a crucial role given their economic stature
in the region. Moreover, external actors like the US, China, and several European countries also
have a significant impact through their investment, aid, and political engagement. On the other
hand, countries like Russia and Brazil, despite having a presence in the region, have not
significantly contributed to economic stabilization efforts in Sub-Saharan Africa. Additionally,
while India has engaged with the region economically, it hasn't been prominently recognized for
initiatives specifically aimed at mitigating geopolitical risks or stabilizing economic growth in
Sub-Saharan Africa (Collier & Dollar, 2002; Mkandawire & Soludo, 1999).

As for the mandate of the IMF, it holds substantial authority in advising, monitoring, and
providing financial assistance to countries facing economic instability. The actions permitted
under its mandate include providing financial support, offering policy advice, and delivering
technical assistance to promote economic stability and sustainable growth in Sub-Saharan
Africa. Recent developments include the IMF’s engagement with various Sub-Saharan African
nations to provide financial assistance and policy advice in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic which has further exacerbated economic challenges in the region (IMF, 2021; World
Health Organization, 2015). The success of these interventions has varied, with some countries
showing signs of economic recovery and stabilization, while others continue to face significant
challenges.

Questions that the Committee and Resolutions Should Address

e In light of the evolving geopolitical landscape, how should the IMF adapt its
economic measures to effectively address the unique challenges faced by
Sub-Saharan Africa, while also fostering regional stability and growth?

e What measures can the IMF propose to encourage private sector involvement and
international collaborations in addressing the economic and geopolitical
challenges in Sub-Saharan Africa?
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e Considering the historical external influences in Sub-Saharan Africa, what
lessons can the IMF learn and how can they improve

e While addressing geopolitical risks in Sub-Saharan Africa, how should the IMF
balance the interests of global, regional, and local stakeholders to ensure that its
strategies are both effective and equitable?

Suggestions for Further Research

e Impact of External Debt: Explore the implications of external debt on the economic
stability of Sub-Saharan African nations, including the role of international financial

institutions and the impact of debt relief initiatives.
e Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): Investigate the dynamics of Foreign Direct Investment

in Sub-Saharan Africa, its impact on economic growth, and the policies that can attract
and sustain FDI.

e Resource Management: Study the management of natural resources in Sub-Saharan
Africa, the challenges of resource curse, and strategies for sustainable resource
management.

e Impact of Climate Change: Examine the economic implications of climate change in
Sub-Saharan Africa and the measures required to mitigate its effects and adapt to
changing conditions.

e Trade Policies: Analyze the trade policies of Sub-Saharan African nations, the barriers to
intra-regional trade, and the potential benefits of enhanced regional trade agreements.

e Political Stability and Economic Growth: Research the interplay between political
stability and economic growth in Sub-Saharan Africa, and the role of governance in
fostering a conducive environment for economic development.

e Technology and Innovation: Explore the potential of technological innovation in driving
economic growth, enhancing education, and improving healthcare systems in
Sub-Saharan Africa.

e External Cooperation and Regional Solidarity: Delve into the avenues of external

cooperation with other nations and regions, and how solidarity among Sub-Saharan
African nations can contribute to overcoming economic and geopolitical challenges.

6. Timeline of the Major Events

1960s-1970s - Sub-Saharan African nations gain independence, marking the beginning of their


https://www.brookings.edu/articles/sub-saharan-africas-debt-problem-mapping-the-pandemics-effect-and-the-way-forward/
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economic and political self-determination.

1981-1989 - International Monetary Fund and World Bank introduce Structural Adjustment
Programs (SAPs) aiming at economic stabilization but face criticism for social implications.

1990s - Many Sub-Saharan African nations transition towards multi-party democracies,
impacting political and economic landscapes.

2001 - The international community launches debt relief initiatives like the Heavily Indebted
Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative to alleviate the debt burden.

2008 - Economic stability in the region is affected as the crisis impacts foreign aid, investment,
and commodity prices.

2012 - Several Sub-Saharan African economies are among the world’s fastest-growing, fueled by
commodity boom and improved governance.

2014 - The Ebola outbreak in West Africa underscores the region's vulnerability to external
shocks.

2020 - Economic challenges exacerbate due to the COVID-19 pandemic, prompting a need for
international financial support and economic stabilization measures.

2021 - IMF increases its engagement in the region to provide financial assistance and policy
advice in response to the pandemic's economic impacts.
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Topic 2: The Threat to Globalization in Response to The Russia-Ukraine Conflict
Summary & History

The merging of economic and political tensions, exemplified by the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
underscores a profound threat to globalization. This confrontation not only disrupts regional
stability but also endangers the intricate web of global connections (Wright, 2021). The roots of
the conflict can be traced back to the complex historical and ethnic relations between Russia and
Ukraine. The Maidan Revolution in Ukraine in 2014 marked the ignition point of the
contemporary phase of the conflict (European Council on Foreign Relations, 2021).

The roots of the conflict can be traced back to the complex historical and ethnic relations
between Russia and Ukraine, exacerbated by Ukraine’s aspirations for Western integration and
Russia’s desire to maintain its sphere of influence in the post-Soviet space. The Maidan
Revolution in Ukraine in 2014, which resulted in the ousting of President Viktor Yanukovych, a
Kremlin ally, marked the ignition point of the contemporary phase of the conflict.

Several factors have contributed to this escalating issue, including Ukraine's drive towards
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and European Union (EU) membership,
Russia's perception of NATO’s eastward expansion as a direct threat, and the intricacies of
energy politics in the region. The clash of geopolitical ambitions and ideological inclinations
between the West and Russia has turned Ukraine into a battleground for influence, undermining
the integration and cooperation that globalization strives to achieve.

The ongoing tensions between Russia and Ukraine, sparked by territorial disputes and
amplified in 2014 with Russia's annexation of Crimea, have heightened geopolitical divisions.
Not only has the West responded with economic sanctions, but Russia's relationship with
Eastern countries has also evolved. While Russia has sought to strengthen ties with China,
enhancing energy partnerships and defense cooperation, many Asian countries such as India and
Vietnam tread cautiously, balancing their interests between Russia, the West, and regional
dynamics.

In response to the conflict's economic impact and subsequent sanctions, African nations
dependent on trade with both Russia and Ukraine have had to adjust their trade strategies
(Bennett, 2022). Commodities, which form a significant part of African exports to these nations,
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have seen fluctuating demands. Furthermore, Russia's attempts to diversify its partnerships have
led to increased engagement in Africa, from energy projects in Northern Africa to military
collaborations in Central Africa. , These developments test the principles of globalization, a
concept supported by international organizations such as the IMF. promoting open economic
boundaries and seamless international cooperation.

These key terms are relevant to the topic and provide essential context for understanding the
underlying dynamics:

Globalization is the spread of culture, language, technology, and economics across national
borders, leading to increased interconnectedness among countries. It involves the integration of
economies, politics, and societies, enhancing the exchange of ideas, goods, and services
worldwide.

Economic Sanctions are restrictions or penalties imposed by one or more countries against a
targeted country, group, or individual with the aim of influencing specific political and economic
policies. These can encompass trade barriers, tariffs, and asset freezes, and while they serve
diplomatic and strategic goals, they might also impact the civilian population of the targeted
nation.

Sphere of Influence is a region or country where another nation exerts substantial cultural,
economic, military, or political influence, often derived from historical ties, geographical
proximity, or strategic interests. Such influence can manifest in trade advantages, defense pacts,
or even indirect governance.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict, characterized by the imposition of sanctions and geopolitical
standoffs, serves as an indication of the potential unraveling of globalization. It fosters an
environment of mistrust and division, undermining international norms and cooperative
mechanisms. The economic repercussions are felt globally as well, with international markets
and global supply chains experiencing the tremors of the conflict. Hence, from the perspective
of the IMF,, addressing this issue is pivotal to safeguarding the principles and benefits of
globalization, ensuring that the global economy remains resilient and inclusive amidst
geopolitical upheavals.

Discourse On The Issue
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The Russia-Ukraine conflict is significant due to its far-reaching consequences on
international stability, trade, and diplomacy. Not only does it jeopardize the safety and autonomy
of nations, but it also affects the worldwide economic framework, prompting responses from
global powers.

This conflict arguably violates the UN Charter, particularly principles outlined in Chapter
I. Article 2(1) of the Charter emphasizes the sovereign equality of all its Members, while Article
2(4) prohibits the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence
of any state (United Nations, n.d.). Russia's annexation of Crimea and continued aggression in
Eastern Ukraine undermines Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sovereignty, thus conflicting with
these principles of the Charter.

Amidst the turmoil, Ukraine confronts territorial losses and persists in grappling with
conflicts within its boundaries. The EU and NATO are also significant stakeholders, dealing with
the influx of refugees, security concerns, and the challenge of responding to Russian actions
without escalating the conflict. Currently, Russia faces economic sanctions and diplomatic
isolation but has also reasserted itself as a key global player, resistant to Western influences.

Past International Organization (I0) Actions & Latest Developments

The Russia-Ukraine conflict has summoned the involvement of several prominent 1Os,
aiming to navigate, mediate, and resolve the escalating tensions. The UN has been at the
forefront of addressing the complex geopolitical, humanitarian, and legal implications of the
crisis (United Nations, 2022).

The UN has addressed the issue through various resolutions, though with limited efficacy.
Resolution 68/262, adopted in 2014, reaffirmed Ukraine’s territorial integrity and recognized
Crimea as part of Ukraine, a move opposed by Russia (United Nations, 2014). The resolution,
while showcasing international solidarity with Ukraine, faced challenges in implementation,
chiefly due to Russia's permanent seat and veto power in the Security Council (UNSC), limiting
the extent of concrete actions.

Currently, the UN continues to monitor the situation, focusing on humanitarian assistance
and promoting dialogue (United Nations, 2023). The organization's efforts, however, face
constraints due to geopolitical dynamics and the inherent challenges of the SC, particularly with
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the clashing interests of major powers at its forefront.

Apart from the UN, other IOs like the Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) have played pivotal roles. The OSCE, with its Special Monitoring Mission to
Ukraine, has been instrumental in documenting and reporting the ongoing conflict, promoting
dialogue, and fostering peace and stability in the region (Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe, 2022).

Major countries, including the U.S. and members of the EU, have been instrumental in
addressing the issue. They have imposed economic sanctions against Russia and provided
various forms of support to Ukraine (European Union, 2022; United States Government, 2022).
The conflict, rooted in the dichotomies of East-West relations, continues to draw international
attention, reflecting broader geopolitical concerns.

Though traditionally focused on economic matters, the IMF’s engagement is vital given
the economic ramifications of the conflict, including the impact of sanctions and the conflict's
toll on regional economic stability. Per its mandate, the IMF can offer financial assistance, policy
advice, and technical assistance to address the economic aspects of the issue (International
Monetary Fund, 2023).

Questions that the Committee and Resolutions Should Address

e How can international cooperation be fostered to expedite a peaceful resolution to the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, ensuring respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty in
adherence to international law?

e What steps can the IMF and other international bodies take to mitigate the economic
impact of the conflict and sanctions, focusing on regional and global economic stability
and the rehabilitation of affected nations?

e How can the international community, under the UN’s guidance, effectively provide
humanitarian aid and support to the populations affected by the conflict, ensuring the
safeguarding of human rights and welfare?

e In what ways can preventive diplomacy be strengthened to avert similar future conflicts,
and how can the international community ensure that nations adhere to the principles of
the UN Charter and international law?

e Do economic sanctions serve as a potent tool to influence nations like Russia to modify
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their stance, or do they amplify tensions and inadvertently affect global economic
equilibrium and civilian lives? How can the deployment of such measures be refined, and
what innovative approaches can be explored to instigate change?

Suggestions for Further Research

e Delve into the role and limitations of international law in resolving territorial disputes
and armed conflicts, and explore precedents of international interventions and their
outcomes.

e Study the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, focusing on international responses,
the role of non-governmental organizations, and strategies for effective aid delivery and
human rights protection.

e Analyze the implications of economic sanctions on targeted countries and the global
economy, analyzing case studies to assess their efficacy and unintended consequences.

e Explore the geopolitics of energy in Eastern Europe, focusing on dependency,
diversification strategies, and the impact on international relations and security.

e Investigate ongoing dilemmas regarding UN reforms, focusing on the Security Council’s
structure and the challenges and prospects of enhancing its representativeness and
effectiveness.

e Examine the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA)'s reports for insights into the international responses and challenges in aid
delivery.

e Review information from Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)
regarding their efforts in providing medical assistance in conflict zones.

6. Timeline of the Major Events

November, 2013 - Ukraine's decision to suspend an agreement with the EU leads to massive
protests, initiating the Euromaidan movement.

February, 2014 - Ukraine’s President Viktor Yanukovych is ousted, leading to Crimea’s
annexation by Russia in March.

April, 2014 - Pro-Russian protests evolve into an insurgency in the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions of Ukraine.


https://www.unocha.org/ukraine
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine
https://www.msf.org/ukraine
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February, 2015: The Minsk II agreement is signed, aiming to halt the conflict in Eastern
Ukraine, but sees limited success.

January, 2017: The US and EU extend sanctions on Russia, citing a lack of progress in the
implementation of the Minsk agreements.

November, 2018: Russia seizes three Ukrainian navy ships near the Kerch Strait, escalating
tensions.

April 2021: Russia builds up military forces near Ukraine, raising international concerns and
leading to renewed focus on diplomatic and peace-building efforts.
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